Abnormally shaped placentae in twin pregnancy.
We examined the incidence of abnormally shaped placentae such as circumvallate placenta and succenturiate lobes of placenta and their complications in twin compared with singleton pregnancies. A retrospective cohort study was performed with 592 (174 monochorionic and 418 dichorionic) twin and 11,311 singleton pregnancies managed at our hospital between 2000 and 2007. There was no measurable difference in the incidence of circumvallate placenta between twin and singleton pregnancies (1.2% vs. 1.9%), while the incidence of succenturiate lobes of placenta in twin pregnancies was significantly higher than that in singleton pregnancies (1.5% vs. 0.73%, P = 0.033). In singleton pregnancies, the incidences of placental complications such as placental abruption, vasa previa and retained placenta were observed to be associated with the presence of abnormally shaped placentae. In the twin pregnancies, however, there were no relation between the incidences of placental complications and the presence of abnormally shaped placentae. Succenturiate lobes of placenta were more common in twin pregnancies compared with singleton pregnancies. However, the presence of abnormally shaped placentae does not seem to affect perinatal outcomes in twin pregnancies.